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Law. Certain passages of the Xew Testament clearly express
this close agreement. For instance, Mark (ii. 16) has cc The
Scribes of the Pharisees^ (ol yoaauarzl; r&v cfaoiaa(wv), and
in Luke v. 30 we find " The Pharisees and their Scribes " (of
cpaoiaaloi xal ol yoauuarel" avrcor).
Nevertheless the Scribes must not be identified with the
Pharisees,1 nor must the Pharisees be regarded as a party led
by the Scribes ; for there were Scribes who were not Pharisees
at all.2 It is none the less true that the Pharisees found in the
Scribes—those leaders and inspirers of Judaism on its legalistic
side which they also represented—a solid support and justi-
fication. As for the Scribes, they may appear to be mere
casuists and hair-splitters, but this is really a superficial view,
w^hich only considers the letter of their religion and not the
feeling underneath. These subtle dialecticians, obstinate and
vain, full of absurd pedantry about trivial details of ritual and
observance, were nevertheless at heart deeply pious, exponents
of a religion characterized by a broad humanity.3 It is difficult
to form a convincing picture of their attitude with its con-
trasting elements, for the modern world has nothing like it.
But we should do well to bear in mind that far from being
crushed or oppressed by the minuteness and complexity of their
practical exegesis of the Torah, they were exalted and delighted
by it. The Torah, which they made so burdensome, was no
burden for them. On the contrary they rejoiced in it, finding
in its every word the visible sign of Jahweh's love for his people.
To the pious Jew, living in constant contact with the Law,
which was in a sense his very life, the fulfilment of any one of
these prescriptions, which seem to us so wearisome, was an act
of infinite gratitude to God, who had deigned to vouchsafe this
Law to Israel.
Delight in the Law is then the keynote of the lives of the
Rabbis,4 and we must add to this, pride in the Law, pride in
being singled out by Jahweh's special grace for the unique
privilege of actually knowing the divine will and therefore being
able to live according to it. They possessed in the Torah the
1	CCLXV, 39.
2	CCLXXXVI, 11 ;   CCLXV, loc. tit. :  Die Schriftgelehrten Mldeten ein
Stand, die Pharisder eine politisch-religio'se Richtung.
3	CCLXII;   CCL, i;  CCXCVII, 7 ff.    Lagrange, LI, 7 ff., disputes this
conclusion.    He still maintains that the whole of Judaism is confined
within the limits of its jurisprudence and that the Rabbis cared little for the
cultivation of piety since for them obedience to the Laz& was all that mattered.
These opinions, intended to glorify the mystical side of the Christian
religion at the expense of the Scribes, seem somewhat out of date.
4	Montefiore, in GCLXTO, 59 ff.

